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What is the EPQ?

• EPQ = Extended Project Qualification.

• EPQ students complete a project where they identify an aim that they 
realise through a research-driven process.

• Aim can be fulfilled through: 
• Essay: answering a question in the form of a 5000 word academic essay.
• Artefact: producing a product/event/programme/etc. 

• Assessment is on the process followed and ability to develop and 
realise the aim set out in the project title – evidenced by: 
• The CRF (production log)
• A product – essay or artefact (and supporting artefact production essay)
• A presentation



Why do students complete the EPQ?

• An EPQ is worth half an A Level qualification – up to 28 UCAS 
points.

• Universities can make alternative offers for students who have 
completed an EPQ.

• It allows an extension of your studies beyond your current 
courses and the flexibility to study a subject area of your choice.

• An EPQ is designed to extend and develop skills in independent 
research and project management, helping you prepare for your 
future, both in university and/or employment.



How are EPQ students supported?

1. Taught skills lessons on a range of 
academic areas such as, research, planning, 
essay-writing and being 
reflective/evaluative.

2. Seminar-style lessons.

3. Meetings with a supervisor who works in 
conjunction with the centre coordinator.



• 5000 words.

• Formal essay/report with introduction, referencing, structured discussion of the topic and conclusion.

• Detailed bibliography (list of sources used in research) required.

Some examples from previous years: 

• How useful is Les Misérables to historians studying the events and living conditions surrounding the 
French Revolution?

• Can the ocean's plastic crisis be reversed?

• Does the moon have an effect on people's behaviour?

• How has foreign investment in football influenced the English Premier divisions?

Examples of the essay project



• Producing an item or event.

• Research must inform each stage of your process.

• An artefact, project diary or equivalent  must show the entire process through sketches, 
photographs etc.

• 1000 words explaining process, problems, the improvements that could be made, the decisions, 
choice of materials etc.

• Detailed bibliography (list of research sources) required.

Some examples from previous years: 

• An art installation to increase people’s awareness about climate change.

• Raising awareness of the #metoo movement through an event.

• A mood light created to help autistic children

• Design, create and evaluate a suitable departmental webpage 

• Design, create and test an activity quilt suitable for a baby

The artefact project

NOT NECESSARILY 
LESS WORK



• EPQ proposals to be submitted at the end of the first week 
back. No initial research = no EPQ.

• September: Lessons and supervisor allocation

• Before October half term: Planning completed 

• November to December: Research. This is essential – at least 
30 different sources of information should be read and 
analysed.

• December: Essay writing. You must have at least 1000 words 
written by Christmas!

• February/March: Presentations.

• Final hand in date is the first day back after the Easter 
holidays.

The year ahead

EPQ Student Timeline 2024.docx

https://alsager-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/a_rayner_alsagerschool_org/EfRZCYcsxDhLhOd0e2RFzrEB-6sS4cGIZ38MH5K0QzTwmg?e=oyoEYr


• The subject choice must not replicate work completed in your current 
subject areas.

• It is a big commitment – time and effort (but that is why is a valuable 
qualification, developing and demonstrating skills outside of your 
options). 

• You need the drive to complete it – it is an independent project 
(deadline is the day after the Easter holidays).

• The lecture will be every other Monday period 1.

Things to be aware of…



• If you are interested in completing the EPQ you need to 
return in September with…
• A completed initial ideas section (this will be e-mailed out after 

the session), including:
• A written explanations of at least 2 initial ideas for your EPQ topic 

included, with justification of why you are considering them.

• Write up of the research you’ve conducted into the initial ideas you’ve 
had and how that’s affected your ideas.

• A proposed working title for your EPQ.

What’s next…



Through your initial ideas and research you need to demonstrate that 
you: 

• Have approached the process with an open mind

• That you can complete research to a high standard

• That you have taken a research-driven approach to making decisions 
about your project

• That you have been reflective/evaluative in considering factors that 
may impact upon the success of your project.

Making a high -quality start to your 
project
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Make a mind map or list of potential ideas. This 
could consider the subjects you are studying at 

sixth form or personal areas of interest. 

For each one write a justification of why you 
want to complete a research into the topic. 

Write any benefits or drawbacks you can think 
of in completing a project/research on this 

topic.
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For each idea what further research have you completed to develop your 
understanding of your potential project and help refine it into a Project Title? 
Secondary sources refer to information that has already been gathered by someone else.  It can take a number 
of forms:

• Academic research: Books, journals, online articles.
• Non academic information: Articles, websites, TV shows, TED talks, podcasts etc.

Primary sources refers to information you have gathered. This could be through: 
• Interviews
• Questionnaires
• Testing of a product/idea (artefact)



• Google scholar: https://scholar.google.com/

• Google books: https://books.google.co.uk/

• JSTOR: https://www.jstor.org/ 

• Article on open access academic research: 
https://www.scribendi.com/academy/articles/free_online_journal_and_research_d
atabases.en.html 

Useful websites other than Google to use 
for your research:

https://scholar.google.com/
https://books.google.co.uk/
https://www.jstor.org/
https://www.scribendi.com/academy/articles/free_online_journal_and_research_databases.en.html
https://www.scribendi.com/academy/articles/free_online_journal_and_research_databases.en.html
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1. Make a list/mind map of some topics you’re interested in 
completing an EPQ in. 

2. Identify the additional reading/watching/listening you can 
complete to research into your topics and start 
developing your project title.

3. When completing your initial research consider specific 
areas of debate/discussion – your project title will not be 
signed off if it is descriptive. 

What you can do now:
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